
How and Where Sharks Attack  
Shark attacks have long been a source of both fascination and fear, fueled in part by popular culture, notably the 

1975 movie Jaws, which portrayed sharks as relentless killers lurking just beneath the surface. While the �lm 
sparked widespread fear, the reality of shark attacks is far more complex. We’ll explore where and why sharks attack, 

shedding light on the true factors behind these rare yet often sensationalized incidents.
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 Fatalities on Record by Species
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Most Likely places to be 
bitten by a shark  

Head  6% 

Arms 8% 

Legs 57% Torso 29% 
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Shark Types
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Sources: International Shark Attack File (ISAF) - Florida Museum of Natural History & Australian Shark Attack File (ASAF) 

Shark Attacks worldwide
 (2020-2024)
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Recent data from the International Shark 
Attack File (ISAF) indicates a slight increase 

in unprovoked shark attacks worldwide 
from 2020 to 2024. While the overall trend 
remains relatively stable, certain regions 

have experienced �uctuations in incidents. 
It's important to note that factors such as 

increased water activities, changing ocean 
conditions, and variations in reporting can 

in�uence annual statistics. While the 
number of shark attacks has increased 

slightly over the past few years, it's crucial 
to remember that the risk of a shark attack 


